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\Poetry could contribute to saving the world
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With a procession in central streets of Athens and quotes from poems of great Greek
poets, their contemporary followers and representatives of other arts celebrated the World
Day of Poetry.

"Words must be hammered like strong nails so the wind cannot take them away" by
Manolis Anagnostakis. "Come everyone help raise the sun over Greece, come everyone
help raise the sun over the world!" by Angelos Sikelianos. "If you cannot find spring, make
it" by Odysseas Elytis.

"The poems will be our slogans," said the Greek poets, who were protesting against the
crisis. They achieved their goal to hold a protest different from others. Poets gathered
outside the Yiannos bookshop on Stadiou Street, located to the opposite of Atikon cinema
broken during the last unrest. The bookshop itself had also been the object of attacks, the
most serious of which were in May 2010, when three people lost their lives in the opposite
Marfin bank from petrol bombs Molotov thrown at the building.

With music, dance, and Elytis' verse as main slogan "make a leap faster than decay",
about 300 participants headed to the National Library building, and then, in Omirou Street
read poems. During this time, young people were handing out sheets of paper with poems
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by other poets. The aim was clear: to call on every citizen who defends culture and its
values.

Poems were read before the building of the University of Athens in the near vicinity and in
Syntagma Square. Then artistic performances of the dancers from the National School of
Dance followed.

Poets protested against anything negative causing a crisis in society. Against the corrupt
political system the failure of which in their opinion has caused the moral, cultural and
economic crisis as well as against all who take advantage of this to frighten and vandalize.

In an era in which poetry is a part of the life of a small circle of people, GRReporter asked
a modern poet about its importance.

Stathis Koutsounis — a philologist and member of the Union of Writers is educated in law,
Greek philology and classical music. Author of several books of poetry, one of them
entitled "Insects in the intensive care" was offered for the prize of the "Read" poetry
magazine. He publishes not only poems but also critical essays, articles and book reviews.
His poems are part of anthologies and have been translated into English, German, French
and Iranian languages.

Mr. Koutsounis, it seems that people do not read poetry or at least do not read as
much as in the past. What causes this? How much are the authors to blame and
how much the readers?

Indeed, readers of poetry are not many today. Somehow, those who write poetry are even
more than those who read it. But I do not think poetry enjoyed a large number of readers
in the past as well. This is due to the fact that poetry is not an easily understandable art. It
requires training and specific relationship with words. The figures of language used by the
poet, exploring the possibilities of language and the creation of unique worlds require that
the reader should have a perception, which is not easy to obtain without effort.

On the other hand, although poetry is addressed to the reader, exactly the reader should
get closer to it. Because in this way, the good reader becomes a co-author. It as another
issue whether all that is written and defined or resembles poetry is actually poetry.

How today's poetry is associated with social reality? Is it true that older
generations of poets were closer to society than the poets of today are?

I think the older generations were actually closer to society, but it depends on the social
conditions of each era. Today's society is more selfish, more closed, more individualistic.
People are more isolated and scared. All this leads to a more personal poetry.

Is there something that the readers are trying to find in an author, because they
think his or her works are lacking it?



Each reader has his own requirements. But it is impossible to write custom poetry.
Through their works poets express their inside needs and personal perceptions which are
impossible to satisfy all readers.

Is poetry threatened by the technological revolution and the Internet?

I do not think so. The beauty of words and poetic universe born through creativity cannot
be threatened by machines.

What is a poem to you?

It is an aesthetic event and a whole world, different and unique.

Can poetry save the world?

No, it cannot. But that is not its purpose. However, it can make it better and especially fill

it with beauty! Assuming Dostoevsky's maxim that "beauty will save the world", we could
say that poetry indirectly, as a generator of beauty, could contribute to saving the world.



\I'Ioesvaa MOXe Oa AonpuHece 3a CnacsiBaHeTO Ha CBéeTa
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30 npoynTaHms

CbCc wectBMe no LUEeHTPaIHUTE aATUHCKU ynnunm U UUTaTnh OT CTUXOTBOPEHUA Ha roaemMu
FPBUKN MNMOEeTn TeEXHUTE CbBPEMEHHWU nocnegoBaTtenn U nNpeacraBUTeENN Ha APYrn U3KyCTBa
noyeToxa MeXxayHapoaHuda AeH Ha noe3undra.

+LAymute Tpsabsa aa ca 3abuTn 34paBo KaToO NMUPOHU, 3@ Aa HE MOXe BATLPLT Aa ' OTHece”,
nuwe MaHonuc AHarHocrtakuc. ,Enate BCMYKM M MOMOrHETe Ha CAbHUETO Aa u3rpee Hapj
Mpumns, enate BCMYKM M MOMOrHETE Ha CAbHUETO Aa u3rpee Hag ceeTa”, npu3oBaBa OT
AaneyHata cu enoxa AHrenoc CukenuaHoc. ,AKO He MOXewW jAa HaMepuw nponeTTa,
Hanpaeu a9 TM” Ha Hobenosusa naypeat Oauceac Enutmuc 6sxa camo HSAKOM OT CTUXOBETE,
KOUTO MOXexa aa 6baaTt npoveTeHn No niakaTuTe.

,CTnxoBeTte we 6bAaT HawKM nO3yHrn”, 3asBMxa rpbuUKUTE MNOETU, KOUTO npoTecTupaxa
cpelwly Kpm3aTa. Te NnocTUrHaxa uenTta Cu ga npoBeaaT NpoCcTecT, pas/iMdeH OT ocTaHanuTe.
Moetute ce cvbpaxa npen kKHMXapHuua AHoc Ha ynuua Craany, KOSTO Ce HamMmpa TOYHO
cpewly noananeHoTo MO BpeMe Ha nocnegHuTe pasMmpuunm KuHo ATukoH. Camata
KHMXXapHMLUA CbLO € CcTaBasa 0beKT Ha HamajeHus, Kato Hal-Cepuo3HOTO OT Tax 6e npes
man 2010, korato B oTcpewHaTa 6aHka MapduH Tpuma aywmn 3arybuxa XmBoTa CU OT
XBbpJieHW B crpagata neTposiHn 6om6um MonoTtos.

C My3nka M TaHUM M UeHTpaneH No3yHr ctuxa Ha Enntuc ,HanpasBwm ckok, no-6bp3 ot
pasnaga” okono 300 yyacTHMUM Ce oOTnpaBuMxa KbM crpagata Ha HaumoHanHaTta
bubnuoTteka, a cnea ToBa Ha ynuua OMUpy, KbAETO NpoyeToxa cTuxose. [pe3 ToBa Bpeme
MNagexun pasgaBaxa NIMCTU CbC CTUXOBE Ha apyru noetu. Lenta 6e acHa: Oa oTtnpaBsaT
MPpU3nB KbM BCEKW MPaxXAaHWH, KOUTO 3alimMTaBa Kyntypata u HEMHUTE LEeHHOCTU.
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CtnxoBe 6s1xa npoyeTeHu npej cbceaHaTa crpaga Ha ATUHCKUS YHUBEPCUTET M Ha naowag,
CuHTtarma. [lNocneaBaxa apTUCTUYHWM M38BM Ha TaHUbOpW OT HaumoHanHaTa wWkKosa 3a
TAaHUOBO N3KYCTBO.

MoeTuTe npoTecTMpaxa cpelly BCUUYKO OTpULATENHO, KOETO MpeAu3BMKBa Kpu3ata B
obuiectsoTo. Cpellly KOopyMnupaHaTa MosiMTUYecka CUCTEMA, UYMATO Hecnocob6HOCT criopen
TAX € Mpeav3BuMKana MopanHaTta, KyaTypHata U MKOHOMMYEcKaTa Kpu3a, KakTo U cpelly
BCUYUKM, KOMTO Ce Bb3MOM3BaT OT TOBA, 3a Aa BCABAT CTpax W Aa BaHAasCTBaT.

B eaHa enoxa, B KOATO rnoesusATa CbMbTCTBA XUBOTA Ha ManbK Kpbr Xopa, GRReporter ce
AonnTta A0 €4AnH CbBpEMEHEH MOET 3a HEMHOTO 3Ha4yeHue.

dOnIoNorLT N YNeH Ha cbto3a Ha nucatenute Crtatnc KyuyHuc e nonyuumn obpasoBaHue no
npaeso, rpbuka GUAONOIrNA U Kacmyecka My3mka. ABTOP € Ha HSAKOIKO CTUXocbupku, KaTto
efHaTa OT TAX CbC 3arnaeBue ,HacekoMm B WHTEH3MBHOTO” e 6wuna npeanoxeHa 3a
Harpagata 3a noe3uss Ha cnucaHue ,Yeta”. OcCBeH CTUXOTBOpEHUS ToW nybaumKyBa
KPUTUYHM eceTa, CTaTUM N PELEH3UN Ha KHUrM. HeroBu noetnyHm TBOpOM Ca 4acT oT
@HTONOMNM N ca 6UNK NpeBeaeHN Ha aHININIACKU, HEMCKU, (DPEHCKU U MPAHCKU e3UK.

-H KyuyHuc, npes nocsegHuTe roguHu CblLUECTBYBa yceujaHeTo, 4e Xxopara He
Yyerar noesunsi nJan roHe, 4e He YeTaT KOJIKOTO B MMHasnoTo. Ha KakBO ce AbJ/XH
ToBa? [JoKO/IKO BUHaTa € B aBTOPUTE U JOKOJIKO B YyntarennTte?

[JencTBuUTeNIHO yMTaTenuTe Ha noesns AHec He ca MHoro. [lo eanH napajokcaneH HauyuH
Te3n, KOUTO NUaT CTMXOBE Ca AOpW NnoBeYye OT OHe3Wn, KOUTOo rn yeTtaT. Ho He Mucns, ye un
B MMHANIOTO Noe3usita ce e pagBana Ha ronsm 6pon umtatenn. ToBa ce Ab/KM Ha dakTa, ye
rnoesuaTa He e necHopasbupaeMo WM3KYCTBO, Heobxoamma € MNOAroToBKa WM cneumduyHa
Bpb3ka C AymuTe. [peHOCHOTO M3MON3BaHe Ha e3nKka MO HayMHa, N0 KOWTO ro npaswu
noeTbT, pa3dyyaBaHeTO Ha Bb3MOXHOCTUTE Ha e3UKa U Cb3[ABAHETO Ha YHMKasHM CBETOBE
M3WCKBAT OT uMTaTens Aa nputexkaBa e4Ha Bb3MOXHOCT 3a Bb3MpuUeMaHe, KOSTO He e JIeCHO
Aa ce npugobue 6e3 ycunums.

OT gpyra ctpaHa, BbMNpeKkn 4ye noesusita e agpecupaHa KbM yuTatens MMeHHO Tok Tpsbsa
Aa ce pobnmxmn go Hesl. 3all0TO MO TO3M Ha4yMH J06PUAT yMTaTen ce npesBpbLia B CbaBTOP.
[pyr e BbNpoChT Aanu BCUYKO, KOETO Ce nuue un onpeaens nmnm Hanogobsea Ha noesus, €
LENCTBUTEITHO Moe3us.

okosiko AHewHaTa noe3mnss e cBbp3aHa CbC coymasiHara peasiHocr? UctnHa nin e,
ye rno-crapuTe rfnOKOJIeHNsI MOeTH ca ce Hamupasu no-6sM3ko Ao obLecTrsoTo,
OTKOJIKOTO CbBpeMeHHHNTe?

Mucng, 4ye no-ctapuTe NOKOJSIEHUA HAUCTUHA ca 6unn no-6nmsko go O6LIJ,€CTBOTO, HO TOBa
3aBUCU OT cOouManHUTE YCOBUS Ha BCsKa ernoxa. [HewWwHOoTo o6uecTBO € No-erouMcTMYHO
HACTpPOEHO, M0-3aTBOPEHO, NO-UHAMBUAYANIMCTUYHO. XopaTa ca Mo-u30aupaHu U no-
ynnaweHun. Bcuuko ToBa BOAM A0 €4Ha No-/InvHa noesus.



CbujecTByBa JI1 HeLjO, KOETO caMHUTe u4YuTaTtesiu TbPCAT OT aBTOpPHTE, IOHe)Xe
CMATAT, 4e JINfncBa OT TAXHOTO TBOP'-IeCTBO?

Bcekn umtaten uma cBouTe M3UCKBaHUA. He e Bb3MOXHO obaye fga ce nuwe noesuns no
rnopbyka. Ypes TBOpYECTBOTO CU MOETHLT M3pa3siBa CBOUTE BbTPELIHU HYXAN U JINYHUTE CU
Bb3MNpUATUA, KOUTO € HEBB3IMOXHO Aa 3aA0BOJIAT BCUYKU YNTATENN.

3annaweHa /11 e rnoesnsita oT TeEXHOJIOrMYHaTa peBoJIlOLNS U MHTEPHET?

He mucnsa, ye ToBa e Taka. KpacoTaTa Ha AyMUTE M Ha MOETUYHATa BCeNeHa, KoATOo ce
pa)xa 4ype3 TBOPYECTBOTO HE MOXe Aa 6bAe 3analleHa OT MalluHU.

KakBo e cruxorBopeHueTo 3a Bac?

To e eAHO ecTeTMYecKo cbbutme n uan eanH CBAT, pas3/INYeH N YHUKANEH.

Moske 1n noe3usita ga criacu ceera?

He, He Moxe. Ho He ToBa e HeMHOTO NpeaHa3HadeHue. Moxe obaye ga ro Hanpasu Mo-
n0o6bp M Hal-Beye aa ro m3nbiHM C KpacoTa! AKO NpueMeM ceHTeHumsitTa Ha [JOCTOeBCKM,

ye ,KpacoTaTa uwe cnacu CBeTa", buxme mornu pa KaXeM, 4ye noes3nsdaTta KOCBEHO, KaTto
reHepaTtop Ha KpacoTa 6u morna ga AoNnpuHecCe 3a CnacdBaHETO Ha CBETa.



2ta0nc¢ Koutoouvng

Ynapxel n aiobnaon OTI Ta TeAeuTaia xpodvia o Koopog dev diaBalel noinon f TouAdxioTov Jdev
diaBaler 600 d1aBale oTo NapeABoOv. € TI oPeiAeTal auTo; KaTtd nd6co OTOUG avayvwoTEeG Kal
KATG NOCO OTOU MOINTEG;

TTpdypari dev gival peydAo To avayvwoTIKO Kolve ThG TToinong onpepa, Kartd Evav
Tapddofo HdAioTa TpOTO cival oxeddv TTEPIOTOTEPOI AUTOI TTOU Ypd@pouv améd autoug
mou diapdalouv, aAAd oUTe aTo TapeABov vopilw eixe n oinon peydAo apiBud
avayvwoTwy. AuTo ogeiAeTdl aTo Yeyovog 0TI h TToinan dev gival pia eUKoAn TEXVN,
amaiTei pomaideia kai 181aitepn oxéan e TIc Aé€eic. H peTagpopikA xphon Thg
vYAWooag, pe Tov TPOTO TTOU TN XPNOIHOTIOIEI 0 TTOINTAC, h €epelivnon Twy
OuvaToTATWY TNG YAWOoAc Kai h dnuioupyid TPWTOTUTTWY KOGHWY aTtdiToUV Ao Tov
avayvworn {id 1IkavoTnTa TtpogAnyng, n otmoia dev gival eUKoAo va amokTnOei xwpic
KOTIO.

ATIO TNV dAAn, TTapdTI N TToinoh ameuBuUveTal gToV avayvwaTn, 0 avayvwarng eivai
EKEIVOC 0 oTroio¢ Tipémel va Tpooeyyilel Tnv Toinon. AidTI ye autév Tov TpOTO, 0
KaAOG avayvwoTng yivetal ouvdnuioupyog. To epwthua PéPaia gival, av 6Aa 6oa
ypdgovTal kKai autoXapaktnpilovral w¢ moinan K 6Aa 6aa poidlouv oTn HoPYH HE
Toinon, gival mpdyuari moinaon.

KaTd noco sival ouvOedepévn N GNUEPIVR Noinon HE TNV KOIVWVIKNA nNpaypaTtikdéTnTa; ‘HTav
Mo KOVTAa oTnVv Kolvwvia ol naAaidTePoIl NOINTEG 0E OXEQN HE TOUG GUYXPOVOUG;

Nopilw Tw¢ o1 TTaAaidéTepol TTOINTEC ATAV TTIO KOVTA 0TNV Kolvwvid oe oXéon He Toug
VEOTEPOUC, dAAd auTo £xel va KAVEl e TIC EKAOTOTE KOIVWVIKEG ouvOnkeg. H
ONnUEPIVA Kolvwyvia gival o eywioTIKA, TI0 KAEIOTA, TTEPIOTOTEPO ATOUOKEVTPIKA,
UTtdpx el HEYaAUTEPN aTTodovwWan, TTepIoaoTEPOC YOPOC, KiI 6Aa auTd odnyouv o€ Hia
O TTPOCWTIIKHA Troinon.

Yndapxel KAt To onoio ol idlol oI avayvwaoTeg {nToUv and Toug noinTeG €neidr Bewpolv OTI
A€inel anod Ta €pya Toug;

O kdBe avayvwoTtng éxel TiI¢ 8iIkéG Tou amtaiThoelg. Aev ivar duvaté 6pwe va
ypa@Tei oinon katd mapayyeAia. O oIiNTAG Ba ekppdoel péow TNS YPAQAC Tou
EOWTEPIKEC AvAYKEG, TPWTOTUTIEC CUAARYEIC, TTou eival adlvarto va kaAUuyouv 6Aoug
TOUG avayvwoTeg.

©a pnopoUoape va NoUpe OTI N noinon daneiAgiTal and TNV TEXVOAOYIKN €navacTaon Kal To
A1adikTuo;

Aev vopilw. H opopeid Twy Aé€cwv, h opop@Id ToU TTOINTIKOU GUUTIAVTOC TTOU
TPOKUTITEI aTd Th dnpioupyia, dev eival duvaTov va Kivouvelael amd TIG PNXavEg.



Ti €ival To noinua yia €odc;

‘Bva aio0nTiké yeyovog Ki évag oAOKANPoG KOOUOC, 1dWopETIKOC Kal TTPWTOTUTIOC.

Mnopei n noinon va ocwael Tov KOOUO;

Ox1, dev pmopei, KI o0UTE €ival auTdC 0 OKOTOG TNG. MTopei OpWC va KAvel Tov KOOUO
KaAUTEPO, Kal KUpiWG va Tov yepioel pe opopyidal Av Twpa acmaoToUue Thv dmoyn
Tou NTooToyIE@OoKI, OTI «n olop@id Ba owaoe!l Tov KOoWo», Ba pmopolaape va TToUue
OTI ePUEOWC N TToinan, W¢ YEVVATPIA opdop@idg, ©a ntav duvartoé va cuppdAel oth
didowan Tou KOaHou.

gpyoBLoypadikod

O ZtdBng Koutoouvng yevvnOnke otn Néa Owyalia OAvumiag. Zmoudace VOULKA,
d\oloyia kol KAOOLIKN) MOUOCLKN. Zel Kal epyaletatl otnv ABnva. Exel ekdwWOoEL TIC
TIOWNTIKEG OUANOYEC: Zmoudec yia Quwvn kat Moinon, YakwBocg 1987, Tpuyoc aiudtwy,
JUiAn 1991, MapaAiayéc tou uavpou, Ashdive 1998, H tpouokpatior TNG OUOPPLAC,
Metaixuto 2004, Evroua otnv evratikr, Metaixuto 2008 (urtodndio BiBAlo yia to
BpapBeio Noinong tou meplodikou ‘Atafalw’). Emiong, SUo peléteg kal to Stynua
«H Mépltv tng Akpatac» (otov cuAAoyLlkO Ttopo 7 Sinynuata, Metaixuwo 2003).
MNapdAAnAa, Snuootevel kpltika Sokipta, dpBpa kat BiBAlokploieg. Motjpatd Tou
€xouv meplAndBel oe avBoloyieg kat €xouv petadpactel ota AyyAKa, Ta FEpUAVIKA,
ta FaAAa kat ta Nepotkad. Eival pélog g Etatpeiag Zuyypadéwv.



